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MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION SCHEDULES
"LOW-WATER" INSPECTION TRIP

VI CKSBURG M ss., August 6, 1998 -- Menbers of the M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion
wi Il conduct their annual "lowwater" inspection trip on the M ssissippi River
August 17-27, 1998.

Seven public neetings have been schedul ed aboard the Mtor Vesse

M SSI SSI PPl in selected towns along the river so nmenbers of the
comm ssion can keep in touch with |ocal citizens and get first-hand
feedback fromresidents. The neeting places, dates and tines are as
fol | ows:

. August 17 8:30 aam Red Wng, Mnn., at the city |anding
. August 19 2:00 p.m Burlington, lowa, at the city | anding
. August 21 9:00 am Alton, IIl., at Melvin Price Locks & Dam
. August 24 8:30 a.m Caruthersville, M., at the city front
. August 25 8:30 a.m Menphis, Tenn., at the city front
. August 26 8:30 a.m Mayersville, Mss., at the Bunge Grain Facility
. August 27 8:30 a.m Krotz Springs, La., at the Teche-Vermlion Punping
Pl ant
Al'l neetings will be open to the public. The agenda for each public
neeting will be as foll ows:

1. President of the Conmm ssion will present a sunmary of regional and nationa
I ssues affecting the Corps of Engineers and Comm ssion projects and prograns on
the Mssissippi River and tributaries.

2. Local organizations and any nenbers of the public will have an
opportunity to nmake presentations or offer views or comments on any
i ssue affecting prograns or projects of the Comm ssion and the Corps.

3. District Conmander will present an overview of current project issues in the
respective district area.
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The MRC, organized in 1879, is conposed of seven nenbers, each nom nated by the
President of the United States and confirnmed by the Senate. Three of the

organi zation's nenbers are officers of the Corps of Engineers; one nenber is from
the National Oceanic and Atnospheric Admi nistration; and three nenbers are
civilians, two of whomare civil engineers.

General duties of the comm ssion include recomendation of policy and work
prograns, the study of and reporting upon the necessity for nodifications or
additions to the flood control and navigation project, recomendati on upon any
matters authorized by |aw, and maki ng inspection trips. The duties of the

Conm ssion, as established in 1879, included the entire Iength of the M ssissi ppi
River fromits headwaters to Head of Passes. Since authorization of the extensive
MR&T Project on the lower river, the primary focus of the Comm ssion has been the
alluvial valley of the Mssissippi R ver fromCape Grardeau, M., to the Gulf of
Mexi co. The Commi ssion usually inspects the Iower river and holds public

heari ngs twi ce each year, once in the spring during high water, and in | ate sumer
or early fall during | ow water. This inspection trip, beginning August 17, wl|

i nclude the upper M ssissippi River, beginning at Red Wng, Mnn., and endi ng at
Krotz Springs, La.

The purpose of the public neetings is to keep an exchange of viewpoints and ideas
flowwng fromthe public to the Corps. Presentations by the public are nade orally,
but a copy of the remarks should be presented to the conmm ssion for the officia
record.
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